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BRETTON WOODS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RANKS SEVENTH IN 
“U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT -

TOP TEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN SUFFOLK COUNTY”
     “U.S. News & World Report” completed a ranking of elemen-
tary schools across the state and nation, using data from the U.S. 
Department of Education.  Of the nearly 4,000 New York schools 
evaluated, a list of the top 10 schools for Suffolk County was cre-
ated.  
     Bretton Woods Elementary School was ranked #7! According 
to the article “The methodology for the rankings focused on state 
assessments of students who were proficient or better in math-
ematics and reading/language arts. The study also accounted for 
student backgrounds, achievement in core subjects, and how well 
individual schools educate their students.”  The article also stat-
ed, “Bretton Woods has a favorable 10:1 student-teacher ratio. 
The report indicated that 93 percent of the school’s 53 full-time 
teachers have three or more years of experience.”
     Mr. Gagliardi, Principal at Bretton Woods, said the following, 
“Our teachers and staff always strive to provide the highest qual-
ity educational experience to our students in a supportive and caring environment.  To be recognized by “U.S. 
News and World Report” among this esteemed group of Suffolk County elementary schools is truly an honor.”

George Gagliardi,
Principal of

Bretton Woods Elementary School

George Gagliardi, Principal, with
 Student Government Officers, Samantha LaMarr,

Ella Oury, Gina Sullivan, and Susannah Kloberdanz

     Our Superintendent of Schools, 
Dr. Donald Murphy said, “I am so un-
believably proud of the entire team 
over at Bretton Woods Elementary 
School. This ranking reflects the hard 
work and efforts of all faculty and 
staff members, along with the support 
of parents, our Board of Education, 
and district-wide administrators. Mr. 
Gagliardi has served as Principal of 
Bretton Woods for over a decade, and 
leads with care and compassion, while 
setting high expectations for the stu-
dents in his care. Congratulations to 
Mr. Gagliardi and the entire school 
community!”



OUR BOARD OF EDUCATION TAKES PART IN
A SPECIAL RETREAT, COMPLETE WITH A SPECIAL DINNER

     On Tuesday, February 7th, our Board of Education came together before 
their meeting to enjoy some food, good company, and presentations by de-
partment directors.
         Dr. Murphy supplied a delicious batch of homemade chili, Ms. Siena pro-
vided outstanding crockpot pork, Ms. Bilski cooked a tray of savory mac and 
cheese, while cornbread and other complimentary dishes to round out the 
feast was provided by Dr. McCarthy, Mr. Tasman and Dr. Smalley.
     After dinner, Dr. Murphy and the Board reviewed yearly priorities and goals 
with a focus on Board Goal 1.2 “Prioritize Student Success.” Dr. Murphy then 
invited his administrative colleagues to supply a deep dive into district data.
    In their presentation, “Navigating the Data Landscape,” our directors, and  
“District Data Team Co-Chairs,” Dr. Kristen Reingold, Director of ELA and 
Reading; Dr. Robert Wankmuller, Director of Science and Research; Kelly Bar-
ry, Director of Social Studies and World Languages; and Meridyth Hansen, 
Director of Mathematics and Libraries; all spoke about the journey thus far 
as the appointed ¨architects” of the new District Data Team. They said that 
during their initial Data Team Meeting, they reviewed Board of Education Goals and the Hauppauge School Dis-
trict’s Vision and Mission Statement. They then crafted a “Data Team Vision Statement” which read, “At Haup-
pauge School District our District Data Team is dedicated to empowering our educational community through 
the strategic collection, analysis, and utilization of data. We are committed to harnessing the power of data to 
drive continuous improvement, ensuring every student achieves their fullest potential.”  The presentation con-
cluded with a Q&A with members of the Board of Education, and some reflection on ¨next steps¨ in using data 
to inform our district’s philosophical approach going forward.
     The other members of the Disrict Data Team are Dr. Donald Murphy, Superintendent; Dr. Tim McCarthy, 
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction  and Technology; Ms. Rebecca Bilski, Assistant Superin-
tendent for Pupil Personnel Services; Dr. Jennifer Eastman, Assistant Director of Secondary Pupil Personnel 
Services and ENL; Ms. Norell Young, Director of Elementary Pupil Personnel Services and ENL; Dr. Claudine 
DiMuzio, Principal of Pines Elementary School; Mr. Joseph Wieckhorst, Principal of the High School; and Ms. 
Kristy Pagliari, Assistant Principal of the Middle School.
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HAUPPAUGE-SMITHTOWN BOYS SWIMMING AND DIVING TEAM
WINS SECOND CONSECUTIVE 

“SUFFOLK COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP” 
     The 2024 Hauppauge-Smithtown Boys’ Swimming & Diving Team won their 2nd consecutive “Suffolk County 
Championship” on Saturday, February 10th at Stony Brook University.
     The undefeated champions scored 366 points defeating the next best team by 100 points. Hauppauge-Smith-
town also set a new Suffolk County record in the 200 yard Freestyle relay with a time of 1:25.13, beating Half 
Hollow Hills’ record set in 2017 of 1:25.37.
     Top performers for Hauppauge were senior Colin Buscarino in diving. Colin finished as League 1 Champion 
and finished 2nd in the County Championship. Colin set a new Hauppauge 6 Dive (288.336) record on January 
25th vs Brentwood-Bay Shore.
     Sophomore Noah Hutzler finished 3rd in the 200 yard freestyle and 100 yard backstroke in the League 1 
Championship. At the County Championship he finished 7th in the 200 yard freestyle 6th in the 100 yard back-
stroke. Noah will be part of the 400 freestyle relay at the NYSPHSAA Championship at Ithaca College on March 
1-2.
     Congratulations!

Hauppauge-Smithtown Boys’ Swimming and Diving Team



HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN PRESTIGIOUS
SCIENCE COMPETITION AND TAKE FIFTH PLACE

     The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) National Science Bowl® is a nationwide academic competition that 
tests students’ knowledge in all areas of science and mathematics. Middle and high school student teams from 
diverse backgrounds are composed of four students, one alternate, and a teacher who serves as an advisor and 
coach. These teams face-off in a fast-paced question-and-answer format.  Teams are tested on a range of science 
disciplines including Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, Physics, Energy, and Math.
     This was the first time Hauppauge has participated in this prestigious science competition.  Our team con-
sisted of seniors:  Sadiq Shaik, Elliot Tafla, Tommaso Clarke, and Israel Rojas, along with junior:  Aayan Shah. 
The team was led by coach Carolyn Heck (Regents and AP Chemistry teacher, Quiz Bowl coach, Science Club 
and Science National Honor Society co-advisor). They took 5th place out of 30 teams from around Nassau and 
Suffolk counties and are looking forward to participating again in next year’s tournament! 
      Special thanks to Principal Wiekhorst and Science Director Robert Wankmulller for their continued support 
of Hauppauge’s Science Program!  

Tommaso Clarke, Ayaan Shah, Sadiq Shaik, Elliot Taf la , Israel Rojas



  ELEMENTARY STUDENT GOVERNMENT MEMBERS
PARTICIPATE IN “LITTLE DOCTORS PROGRAM”

      Student Government members from all three elementary schools par-
ticipated on February 15th in the Little Doctors program during the blood 
drive that was held at Forest Brook’s gymnasium. Students were door 
greeters, handed out raffle tickets to blood donors and distributed snacks 
to patients. We thank all community members that participated in this 
blood drive!



 GERMAN CLUB MEMBERS CELEBRATE 
“PS I LOVE YOU DAY” IN A SPECIAL WAY

     On P.S. I Love You Day (February 9th), Frau Cardi and 
the members of the German club attended a invigorating 
yoga class with Mrs. Byrne to raise awareness for mental 
health. These students joined in  to take part in mindful-
ness and self-care. 
     Self-care is not only important but highlighted in the 
month of February due to Hauppauge High School’s very 
own P.S. I Love You week. The purpose of P.S. I Love You 
week is to eradicate the stigma against mental health by 
fostering a supportive environment and a community 
where everyone feels welcomed, loved, and supported. 
     This in-school field trip took place in the school’s wres-
tling room. A portion of the proceeds from the field trip, 
as well as their P.S. I Love You Day cupcake fundraiser were 
donated to the “American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.” Between the two events, the German club was 
able to donate over $150! 
     Mrs. Byrne expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to teach the class new methods of self-care and 
mindfulness.  Following the yoga lesson, they continued their morning of wellness with Hauppauge’s favorite 
healthy treat, SoBol! 
     Did you know that In German culture health is a top priority. This field trip was a great way to stay healthy 
and relax our minds!

SoBol!



     The Middle School celebrated “PS I Love You Week” from February 5th - 9th. Members of the Video Pro-
duction Club spread the message of “PS I Love you Week.” Each day this week they shared information about 
mental health and kindness through short video news bulletins that were shown during advisory classes. An 
interview with Dr. Arias and even a commercial about the lanyard sale were also recorded by the students. 
     Mrs. McParland and Mr. Lingner helped guide the club news anchors and camera students in this production. 
Anchor names are listed in the pictures. The camera students that participated were Abigail Asseng, Julieta 
Pranzo, Sophia Amaya & Tanisha Noncent.
     During the week, posters and balloons adorned the hallways throughout the building. Lanyards were sold 
with the proceeds going to support “PS I Love You” in the school. Also, everyone was asked to sign a link de-
claring their support of kindness at HMS, and also to write something on a kindness heart about something 
students can do for each other. On Friday, students were able to take photos in a special photo booth with “PS 
I Love You” props.  The students had a great week!
     

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CELEBRATE
“PS I LOVE YOU WEEK”



Middle School “PS I Love You Week”



PINES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS CELEBRATE
“PS I LOVE YOU WEEK”

     Pines Elementary School celebrated “PS I Love you 
Week” from February 5-9th. The students took part in “Re-
spect for All Week” activities. The theme of the week was 
“Love is Meant to be Given.”  “The mission of “P. S. I Love 
You Day” is to bring awareness to the importance of mental 
health and decrease bullying. It is strongly believed that by 
educating students earlier about mental health, the con-
versation will be easier to discuss and students will be able 
to recognize when they or others around them need help.      
On Monday, the students kicked off the week by reading 
aloud “The Green Piano: How Little Me Found Music,” by 
Roberta Flack.  It was their February Book of the Month.
     On Tuesday, Students and staff participated in mak-
ing Valentine’s Day cards with special messages that say  
“Hauppauge Hearts Veterans.” They shared their respect 
and love for a Veteran Hero.
     On Wednesday, A video was shared of a Pines student singing “Put a Little Love in Your Heart,” an inspira-
tional song of love and respect.
     On Thursday, all students and staff received a special collection of mementos that conveyed the message that 
they are special, loved and respected, reminding everyone that “Love is Meant to be Given.”  Students wrote 
about what makes them feel loved, and these messages were displayed in the hallways.
     On Friday, all students and staff wore purple to support “Mental Health Awareness Month.”  Also, each stu-
dent was asked to draw a self-portrait on an affirmation mirror, and write a positive affirmation about them-
selves.  
     Here are some photos of the students during this important week.



Pines “PS I Love You Week”



Pines “PS I Love You Week”



Pines “PS I Love You Week”



BRETTON WOODS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS CELEBRATE
“PS I LOVE YOU WEEK”

     Bretton Woods Elementary School celebrated “Respect for All 
Week” February 5th-9th. They had a week of events and activi-
ties each day in order to teach and promote the following traits 
that exemplify what it means to be a champion: Respect, Role 
Model, Kindness, Honesty, Friendship, and Compassion.
     The goal at Bretton Woods is to have a school filled with indi-
viduals who treat others with respect, extend friendship to one 
another, and look for ways to make those around us feel special.  
A “Respect for All Week” is one of the many things our school 
community can do to assist Bretton Woods students in develop-
ing good character. Students learn from their daily interactions 
with and observations of parents, family, friends and teachers, 
among other things. 
      This year during our “Respect for All Week,” Bretton Woods 
students participated in “P.S. I Love You Day.” If you are not fa-
miliar, the story of  P.S. I Love You Day is part of a mental health awareness campaign that started in West Islip 
High School. It has spread, and schools across the country have joined in to participate. On the second Friday of 
every February, the group encourages communities to wear purple in order to foster kindness and a welcoming 
environment. This day celebrates friendship, love and acceptance, not only of others but ourselves. For more 
information on P.S. I Love You Day,  click here.  Bretton Woods is happy to be among the participating schools 
this year, and hopes to continue each year going forward!
     The activities during the week included the following:
     On Monday, students participated in an activity surrounding this year’s theme, “Love is Meant to be Given.”
     On Tuesday, Chris Poulos, World Champion Athlete and Motivational Speaker, spoke to the kids about pro-
moting kindness and core values, and the elimination of negative behaviors, all while demonstrating his amaz-
ing and difficult bicycle stunts.
     On Wednesday, teachers shared the book “I am Love” with their students. It is a book that celebrates kind-
ness, compassion, self-care, and love in all of its forms.
     On Thursday, the theme was “I can. You can. Be a good friend!” Students and staff were asked to bring in 
canned food donations that will be help a local food pantry.
     On Friday, students and staff wore purple in honor of “PS I Love You Day.”
     Here are some photos of the students as they participated in this important week.

https://psiloveyouday.net/


Bretton Woods - “PS I Love You Week”



Bretton Woods - “PS I Love You Week”



     Our advanced jazz ensemble attended the SCMEA Day of Jazz Festival on Saturday February 3rd where they 
performed in an adjudication and then a full band clinic with professional jazz musicians.
     Here are some photos from the festival.

HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BAND ATTENDS SCMEA
“DAY OF JAZZ FESTIVAL”



BRETTON WOODS STUDENTS CREATE
THEIR OWN SUDOKU PUZZLE

     Sudoku is a 9-by-9 grid puzzle in which the grid is divided into 3-by-3  boxes. Every row, column and box must 
contain the numbers one through nine, no repeats. The game first appeared in Japan in 1984 where it was given 
the name “Sudoku,” which is short for a longer expression in Japanese – “Sūji wa dokushin ni kagiru” – which 
means, “the digits are limited to one occurrence.”
     The students in the Bretton Woods Sudoku Club have been hard at work solving Sudoku puzzles over the past 
several weeks. Miss Capone, club advisor, shared that the students just love to use their logic and reasoning 
skills to solve these very unique and challenging puzzles. Two students from Sudoku Club, Matthew Miller from 
Mrs. Phelan’s class and Aronya Dey from Miss Damadeo’s class, decided to create their very own Sudoku puzzle 
for the students of Bretton Woods to solve. Nice job Matthew and Aronya!

Matthew Miller and Aronya Day



FOREST BROOK STUDENTS CHANT
“HIP HIP HOORAY!  IT’S THE 100TH DAY!”

     Kindergarten and first-grader students at Forest Brook El-
ementary celebrated their 100th day of school by marching 
through the hallways chanting, “Hip hip hooray, it’s the 100th 
day!”
     We can’t believe it’s been 100 days already!  Here are some 
photos of the students celebrating.



Forest Brook - “100 Days of School”



PINES STUDENTS CELEBRATE
100 DAYS OF SCHOOL

     On Friday February 9th, many centurions were seen in the kin-
dergarten classrooms at Pines Elementary School. Pines kindergarten 
students celebrated the 100th day of school by dressing up as 100 
year old people and took part in activities such as stringing 100 beads 
and making 100 gumballs in a gumball machine using Dot Markers.  
Classes read 100th day stories and students counted by 1’s, 5’s and 
10’s to 100.  
     Enjoy these adorable photos of our students!



Pines - “100 Days of School”



Pines - “100 Days of School”



BRETTON WOODS STUDENTS WEAR THEIR RED
FOR VALENTINES DAY



Bretton Woods - “Valentines Day”



FOREST BROOK’S KINDERGARTEN 
VALENTINE’S BALL

     On Valentine’s Day, Forest Brook Elementary School held their annual Kindergarten Valentine’s Ball.  Parents 
and students enjoyed a lovely dance.  Here are some photos from this sweet event.



Forest Brook - “Kindergarten Valentine’s Ball”



HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND STAFF WEAR PURPLE FOR 
“PS I LOVE  YOU DAY”

     High School students and staff came out in their purple to celebrate “PS I Love You Day.”  Here are some 
photos of all of the goings on in the high school.



High School - “PS I Love You Day”



	 TWO-HOUR DELAY & EARLY CLOSING INFORMATION
FOR PARENTS

     The cold weather is here!  In order to be prepared for those days when we may have a two-hour delay or early 
release, please click here to see a “School Delay and Early Release FAQ for Parents.”  You can also view High 
School and Middle School Delay Schedules there.  This information is also available on our website.



HAUPPAUGE HIGH SCHOOL IS SEEKING
“2024 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI”

     Hauppauge High School is seeking the “2024 Distinguished Alumni!”  The Distinguished Alumni Award has 
been created in an effort to recognize those graduates of Hauppauge High School who have succeeded in their 
careers and lives, and who serve as a role model to Hauppauge High School Students, while exemplifying values 
of the broader Hauppauge community.
     Click here to view the letter and application to nominate the “2024 Distinguished Alumni.”



Dear Hauppauge Residents:

	 We would like to take this opportunity to inform you about our Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) program.  
The UPK program is funded by a New York State grant.  If  the grant is awarded, the district will provide funding for 
the placement of  a specified number of  four-year-old children into the district-selected participating agencies/pre-
school programs.

	 In anticipation of  the 2024-2025 UPK grant, if  you are interested in participating in the 2024-2025 Universal 
Pre-Kindergarten student lottery, please complete the UPK application form which may be accessed from the district’s 
website at www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us. You will find the information under the “Headlines and Happenings” section.  
In order to enter the lottery, all UPK applications must be received by Friday, March 22nd, 2024.  The lottery will be 
held on Thursday, April 4th, 2024.	

        All children who reside in the Hauppauge Union Free School District and will be four years of  age on or before 
December 1, 2024, are eligible to participate in the Universal Pre-Kindergarten lottery.  If  a child is five years of  age 
on or before December 1, 2024, the child is not eligible to participate in the program.

	 If  you have any questions regarding the Universal Pre-Kindergarten program, please contact Gary Campan-
elli, Director of  Guidance, at (631) 761-8389, or at campanellig@hauppauge.k12.ny.us.

								        Dr. Donald B. Murphy
								        Superintendent of  Schools
    	

HAUPPAUGE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
HAUPPAUGE, NEW YORK

UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR
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